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Itrufh Boffled Up 


General Jells Role In Bay 


[the late President Kennedy, and) bands. It is a conclusion wor- 


_ - i -MATZSHArx jKichard M. Bissell, Jr., who di-jlhy of their genius. Mr, Bissell 

u TJif freeze-? ,< ? , . , , 

r’rocir* .o, ihc.coarfnds that his plan .missed. 


By BIUG. GEN*. 

S. L. A. MAKSHArX 



' » 3 


That absurdity of recen: times 
the Bay of Pigs — has been 
getting a groat going over! 
through the current summer. 

But the truth about the Bay 
of Pigs stays bottled- up, if in-| 
deed the bottle has not •. been 
broken and its bits flushed into 1 
Chesapeake Bay by the 'official 
custodians,. 

There was a time when this 
government felt the people had 
a right lo know all and not just 
ihe parts Hint are good for 
them, But that old- fashioned 
idea died shortly, after Korea 
No full and responsible acrounf-! 
ing followed the Bay of Pi-s*. 
There is no system for sr.rh 
concerning operations in V# 
Nam ancl.no one seems to want, 
it. ; 

How 'history becomes cheated 
in consequence- can be Won in 
Ihe current chronicles ahold, the 
Bay. of Pigs. The , oracles arc 
three — Dr. Arthur. M.. Schlos- 
inger ' Jr., historian, Theodore 


Centraf .jtetfiJSgcayuj^ency. 

AH arc. men of character, tal* 
cut and integrity, true insiders 
who worked right next to the 
scats of the' mighty, absorbed 
all Die secrets through osmosis 
and therefore collectively should 
he able to give us Ihotfeal low- 
down, 

A pity, but the three accounts 
do not agree’ among themselves, 
and where they chance to co- 
incide, their .unanimity only 
raises questions that await an- 
swers, It. appears as plain as a 


success by a narrow margin, 
which means that he remem- 
bers mainly how three Castro 
planes blew up his expedition 
and forgets that he didn’t have 
enough strength anywhere to af- 
ford him more than a China- ' 
mnn'a chance, • , ■ ' t 
In nil three chronicles, the 
cnneollntfon- of the. third strike 
against the Castro aviation by 
order of iho White House is 
reexamined critically. Mr. Bis- 
sell calls it Ihe fatal blow. The 
others say it was, inconsequent 


' w w.'* ci .vjiin/ift rwt.y u \vu« inuunsRiiui‘n- 

l/h/Mnrf ^ that what the Jointjtial ' — - Ihnt the try was - already 


Chiefs of Staff did not know] irretrievably lost, 
about the operation the three! But the wholly curious thing 


oracles did not try to find out 
Nor did they later exchange 
basic information with one an-] 
other. Each writes as jf from 
his own narrow track he could 
get the whole of it. 

The two .White House men 
are at one in believing that the 
operation was doomed from the 
beginning by, too much wishful] 
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is that all three discuss ihe 
first iwo strikes by Ihe B-2t>s 
as if they were carried out ex-] 
aclly.as planned. There is no 
mention of a last-minute disar- 
rangement, to which, cancella- 
tion of the third strike became 
a minor consequence. 

So call another witness. Those: 
sentences are lifted verbatim 
from a full statement made to 
t-mc by President Luis Somozri 
of Nicaragua on Pel). 2\ 1902. 

"I was the coordinator from 
this end. The , strikes wore 
mounted from our soil. The ex- 
pedition was staged through 
here. I feel I am as responsi-] 
ble for the failure as was Pres-] 
iddnt 'Kennedy. My mistake was 
that I did not stop the expedi- 
tion when I, knew it was going] 
fatally wrong. I could have done 
so. I 'km » not a technician of 
war/buK'I know enough -to sec 
when- .".If clinicians are going 
astray,'. -', * < ■ ’ 

’•‘Oh; Thursday before the 
curtain Went up. I. got' a call 
from Cl.V Washington; .1 was 
Ibid, “We, are moving ,up the I 
first two strikes. 24 hours. They 
go Saturday Instead of Sunday.’ 

I objected vehemently . for I 
knew the change ^polled ruin. 
There would be no surprise. The 

[^ir strikes 


hvould be 43 hours apart. I tried 4 
to call the White House but 1 
could not get through. For a j 
time I thought of cancelling the j 
show on my own, but in the end J 
I agreed to send the strikes on. -j 
That’s wily I feel guilty. ‘ .j 
"About why the change was :] 
made, I was never tolfi. My as- j 
sumption is that it 'yvas done ] 
to .test American public sent!- j 
moot as revealed by press and.] 
TV reaction, over the weekend/' \ 
Since Air. Somoza is obvious* j 
ly telling the truth as he sees ] 
it, that leaves but two conclu- 
sions to be /drawn: Either he j 
wa.s deceived all along about J 
the operations plan or our/ 
three oracles, for reasons of ^ 
their own, have omitted mention 
of 1 the eleventh hour switch. In ’ 
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the end, therp were only II * 
lumber sorties out of 45 sched- / * 
liTcd. ,7 

Mr. Bissell says outright that 1 
the exiles wore told flatly that j 
there would he no U.S. Inter-.; 
veption, at which point he dis- 
agrccs with Mr. Sorensen, who j 
asserts .fust as positively 1 that '{ 
the high hopes of the exile brig- ^ 
ado were pinned on the prom- ^ 
iso of direct U.S. support. 

Mr. Somoza is worth quoting/ 
on that. debate: "I took assur-J 
anccs from the wrong people — / 
CfA agents. I thought they; 
spoke for your government. You’ 
had carriers off our coast cov- f 
cring the buildup 'at Puerto Ca-; 
bezas. I asked : ‘Will they be { 
prepared 1 to support the inva-*; 
sion in an emergency?* The an- t 
swer was: ‘Certainly! My peo - i 
pie oven put Nicaraguan panels J 
and' symbols abpard the carri-j 
ors in case of need. / 

/'Part of my mission was to ■* 
appear as ‘pep talker’ before ! 
ihe brigade training in Guatc* j 
mala. In outlining our potential, j 
I told the men that the U.S. /j 
carriers would intervene, if’; 
ihings went wrong. I misled ; 
them because I had been mis - 4 
led/' , ' ‘ 

There 'is much more to the ■. 
Somoza interview. Enough is j 
In noted to ’underscore the main 
JmSsii SJTTDoes the nation any : 

' longer get dependable informa- / 
iUion on its most important-, ft f- i 
E. awl ! f rmt, as a tree peo-_ , 

IsflOaSs® have a utiomyia' ... 
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